
AASD ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS CURRICULUM     

Grade 6 English Language Arts (#E1566) 
 

Description Sixth Grade English Language Arts integrates reading, writing, speaking and listening, and 
language. The major focus is learning to comprehend text through a variety of reading skills and 
strategies. Students apply these skills and strategies in a variety of quality literature and 
informational text. The writing process and six-trait writing provide the foundation for writing 
instruction. 
 

Credits  
 

Prerequisites 
 

 

Textbooks/Resources Focus Instructional Material 

 Instructional 
Framework 

Curriculum Companion, CESA 7  

 
Word Study 

Words Their Way 
• Words Their Way: Word Study for Phonics, Vocabulary, and Spelling Instruction, 

(5th Edition), Pearson, ISBN# 978-0-137035-10-6 
• Words Their Way PD Toolkit (online resource) 

 Handwriting Handwriting Without Tears 
• Cursive Success Teacher Edition, ISBN# 978-1-891627-73-6 

 Keyboarding TypingClub (online) 
 Print and Digital 

Text- Building 
Book Rooms and 
Classroom 
Libraries 

Variety of quality literature and informational text 

 
Required Assessments 

 
District-wide standards-based assessments identified 
 

Board Approved June 2012 
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AASD Guiding Principles for Teaching and Learning for K-12 Students: 
 

 Every student has the right to learn. 
 Instruction must be rigorous and relevant. 
 Purposeful assessment drives instruction and affects learning. 
 Learning is a collaborative responsibility. 
 Students bring strengths and experiences to learning. 
 Responsive environments engage learners. 

 
 
AASD Foundations for English Language Arts: 
 

 English Language Arts is an integrated discipline. 
 English Language Arts instruction builds an understanding of the human experience. 
 Literacy is an evolving concept, and becoming literate is a lifelong learning process. 
 Critical thinking and problem solving, communication, collaboration, and creativity are aspects of effective 

English Language Arts instruction and attributes of AASD graduates. 
 Literacy, language, and meaning are socially constructed and are enhanced by multiple perspectives. 

 
 
AASD English Language Arts Goals for K-12 Students: 
 
AASD students who are college and career ready in English Language Arts will… 

 Demonstrate independence. 
 Build strong content knowledge. 
 Respond to the varying demands of audience, task, purpose, and discipline. 
 Comprehend as well as critique. 
 Value evidence. 
 Use technology and digital media strategically and capably. 
 Come to understand other perspectives and cultures. 
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 Essential Learning Objectives Performance Indicators Classroom Assessments 
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1. Cite textual evidence to support 

analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text. 
(RL.6.1/RI.6.1) 

 
 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. recognizes the difference between summarization and 

analysis of a text. 
b. analyzes the meaning of a text using strong and thorough 

textual evidence. 
c. analyzes the meaning of a text using relevant inferences. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• Reading-response notebooks 
• Common Core Lesson Book- p. 

9- Evidence from the Text 
• Common Core lesson Book-  p. 

159 and p. 160 
• T-chart – inference/explanation 

with evidence 
• 3 Column notes – Questions I 

have/ Answer with text 
evidence/ My Analysis of the 
information 

 
 

 
2. Determine a theme or central idea 

of a text. (RL.6.2/RI.6.2) 

 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. understands the difference between summary and 

personal opinions/judgments to objectively summarize a 
variety of texts. 

b. explains how specific details work together to convey the 
central idea or theme within the text. 

c. understands that the specific details that develop the 
theme/central idea of a text lead to a better 
understanding of other perspectives and cultures. 
 

 
• Common Core Lesson Book- p. 

28- Detailed Organizer for a 
Story Summary 

• Common core Lesson Book- p. 
178- Summarizing Main Ideas 

• 5W for summary 
• Reading-response notebook 
• Exit slip 
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 Essential Learning Objectives Performance Indicators Classroom Assessments 
  

3. Describe how a particular story’s 
or drama’s plot unfolds in a 
series of episodes as well as how 
the characters respond or 
change as the plot moves toward 
a resolution. (RL.6.3) 
 
 
Analyze in detail how a key event, 
individual or idea is introduced, 
illustrated, and elaborated in a 
text (e.g., through examples or 
anecdotes). (RI.6.3) 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. identifies the plot and how its episodes unfold in a story 

or drama.  
b. explains how characters are dynamic, changing in 

response to episodes through the story or drama.  
c. understands that plot and character development in a 

story are dynamic and may lead to a better 
understanding of other perspectives and cultures. 
 

d. recognizes that authors deliberately select and organize 
information. 

e. identifies and analyzes how an event, individual, or idea 
is introduced, portrayed and elaborated in a text. 

f. understands that a text's presentation of an individual, 
event or idea also shapes the reader's understanding of 
other perspectives and cultures. 

 
 
 

 

 
• Reading notebook 
• Graphic organizers 

(characterization, plot) 
• Close reading and annotations 

(characters, plot, key ideas) 
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 Essential Learning Objectives Performance Indicators Classroom Assessments 
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4.    Determine the meaning of words 

and phrases as they are used in a 
text (context). (RL.6.4/RI.6.4) 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. understands that words and phrases can be used in 

multiple ways including figuratively and connotatively. 
b. identifies and explains figurative, connotative, and/or 

technical language with textual support. 
c. analyzes the impact of a specific word choice on meaning 

and tone. 
d. utilizes features of a text (e.g., bold terms, glossary, 

context clues) and outside resources (online and print 
dictionary) to determine the meaning of general academic 
and domain-specific words and phrases in a text. 

 

 
• Word study notebook 
• Reading notebook 
• Exit slips 
• Sticky notes 
• Close reading (figurative 

language, word choice, text 
features) and annotation 

 

 
5. Analyze how a particular 

sentence, chapter, scene, or 
stanza fits into the overall 
structure of a text and 
contributes to the development 
of the theme, setting, or plot. 
(RL.6.5) 
 
Analyze how a particular 
sentence, paragraph, chapter, or 
section fits into the overall 
structure of a text and 
contributes to the development 
of the ideas. (RI.6.5) 
 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. uses textual evidence to support thinking. 
b. identifies and analyzes how parts of a text: 

• fit into the overall structure of a text, 
• contribute to the development of theme, setting, and 

plot, and 
• contribute to the development of ideas. 

c. explains how the elements of a text's structure work 
together to contribute to the overall meaning. 

 
• Reading notebook 
• Graphic organizers (structure, 

plot, analysis) 
• Close reading (structure, 

connections between parts of 
text, development of theme, 
setting and/or plot) and 
annotation 
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 Essential Learning Objectives Performance Indicators Classroom Assessments 
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6. Explain how an author develops 

the point of view of the narrator 
or speaker in a text. (RL.6.6) 
 
Determine an author's point of 
view or purpose in a text and 
explain how it is conveyed in the 
text. (RI.6.6) 
 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. tracks how an author develops point of view or purpose 

throughout a text to engage the reader. 
b. explains how an author deliberately selects and shapes 

point of view or purpose throughout a text. 
 

 
• Conference notes- point of 

view 
• Reading-response notebook 
• Common Core Lesson Book- 

P. 106-107- Points of View 
• Common Core Lesson Book- 

p. 246- Compare and Contrast 
Points of View 

 
 
7. Compare and contrast the 

experience of reading a story, 
drama, or poem to listening to or 
viewing an audio, video, or live 
version of the text, including 
contrasting what they “see” and 
“hear” when reading the text to 
what they perceive when they 
listen or watch. (RL.6.7) 
 
Integrate information presented 
in different media or formats 
(e.g., visually, quantitatively) as 
well as in words to develop a 
coherent understanding of a 
topic or issue. (RI.6.7) 
 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. documents what they:  

• “see and hear" when reading a text and 
• perceive when listening to or watching a text. 

b. compares and contrasts the experience of reading a 
story, drama, or poem to listening to or viewing an audio, 
video, or live version of the same text. 

c. identifies and locates information in different media and 
formats. 

d. synthesizes information from multiple sources and 
formats to answer questions, solve problems, and 
develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue. 

 
• Book/ movie/ audio compare 

and contrast graphic organizer 
• Information scavenger hunt 

(students locate answers 
through multiple and digital 
sources) 

• Reading notebook 
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 Essential Learning Objectives Performance Indicators Classroom Assessments 
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8. Trace and evaluate the argument 

and specific claims in a text, 
distinguishing claims that are 
supported by reasons and 
evidence from claims that are 
not. (RI.6.8) 
 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. uses techniques for:  

• tracing an argument and claims through a text and 
• evaluating arguments and claims in a text. 

b. distinguishes between claims that are supported by 
reasons and evidence and claims that are not. 

c. understands that the validity of an argument and its 
claims depend on the relevancy and sufficiency of 
supporting evidence. 

 
• Close reading with annotation 
• Graphic organizer (claims, 

reasons/ evidence) 
• Reading notebook responses 

 

 
9. Compare and contrast texts in 

different forms or genres (e.g., 
stories and poems; historical 
novels and fantasy stories) in 
terms of their approaches to 
similar themes and topics. 
(RL.6.9) 
 
Compare and contrast one 
author's presentation of events 
with that of another (e.g., a 
memoir written by and a 
biography on the same person). 
(RI.6.9) 
 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. compares and contrasts the approaches to similar 

themes and topics in multiple texts in different forms or 
genres. 

b. explains how similar topics and themes help the reader to 
understand other perspectives and cultures. 

c. identifies the techniques an author uses to present key 
events. 

d. compares and contrasts presentation of the same event 
by two or more authors. 

e. explains that an author's point of view impacts the 
reader's understanding and interpretation of events. 

 
• Graphic organizer (compare 

and contrast theme and topic) 
• Reading notebook responses 
• Two column notes (comparing 

two author’s points of view) 
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 Essential Learning Objectives Performance Indicators Classroom Assessments 
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10. By the end of the year, read and 

comprehend literature and 
literary nonfiction, including 
stories, dramas, and poems, in 
the grades 6–8 text complexity 
band proficiently, with 
scaffolding as needed at the high 
end of the range. (RL.6.10/RI.6.10) 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. uses techniques for: 

• making meaning from appropriately difficult stories, 
poetry, and literary nonfiction, 

• engaging with and appreciating difficult text, and 
• selecting text that is interesting, motivating, and 

appropriate for who they are as readers. 
b. explains how a reader's understanding of and 

appreciation for a text grows through deep thinking and 
active collaboration with others about text. 
 

 
• Benchmarks 
• Book logs 
• Running records 

W
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g 

 
11. Write arguments to support 

claims with clear reasons and 
relevant evidence. (W.6.1) 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. identifies the difference between an opinion and 

argument. 
b. introduces claim(s) and organizes the reasons and 

evidence clearly to express a point-of-view. 
c. supports claim(s) with clear reasons and relevant 

evidence, using credible sources and demonstrating an 
understanding of the topic or text. 

d. uses words, phrases, and clauses to clarify the 
relationships among claim(s) and reasons. 

e. establishes and maintains a formal style, adjusting writing 
style based on audience and purpose. 

f. provides a concluding statement or section that follows 
from the argument presented. 

g. writes arguments that follow a predictable structure (e.g. 
introduction that states claim and organizes reasons and 
evidence, body paragraphs with logically organized 
supported claims, and related concluding statement). 
 

 
• Rubric 
• Writing samples 
• Graphic organizer 
• Advertisement / Brochure 

Board Approved: June 2012                                              Page 8                         
                          



AASD ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS CURRICULUM                                                                                                                                              Grade 6 English Language Arts (#E1566)                                                         

 
 Essential Learning Objectives Performance Indicators Classroom Assessments 

W
rit

in
g 

 
12. Write informative/explanatory 

texts to examine a topic and 
convey ideas, concepts, and 
information through the 
selection, organization, and 
analysis of relevant content. 
(W.6.2) 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. introduces a topic clearly; organizes ideas, concepts, and 

information, using strategies such as definition. 
classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect, 

b. includes formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., 
charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aid 
comprehension. 

c. develops the topic with relevant facts, definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, or other information and 
examples. 

d. uses appropriate transitions to clarify the relationships 
among ideas and concepts. 

e. uses precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to 
inform about or explain the topic. 

f. establishes and maintains a formal style. 
g. provides a concluding statement or section that follows 

from the information or explanation presented. 
h. writes informative/explanatory texts that follow a 

predictable structure (e.g. introduce topic, provide a 
general observation and focus, group related information 
logically, develop topic through facts, definitions, details, 
quotations, examples, and other information, and 
conclusion). 
 

 
• Rubric 
• Writing samples 
• Graphic organizer 
• Poster 
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13. Write narratives to develop real 

or imagined experiences or 
events using effective technique, 
relevant descriptive details, and 
well-structured event sequences. 
(W.6.3) 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. engages and orients the reader by establishing a context 

and introducing a narrator and/or characters. 
b. organizes an event sequence that unfolds naturally and 

logically and spans one or more time frames and/or 
settings. 

c. uses narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and 
description, to develop experiences, events, and/or 
characters and a unique voice. 

d. uses a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses 
to convey sequence and signal shifts from one time 
frame or setting to another. 

e. uses precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive 
details, and sensory language to convey experiences and 
events precisely. 

f. provides a conclusion that follows from the narrated 
experiences or events that reveals something important 
about self or life and provides a sense of closure. 
 

 
• Rubric 
• Writing samples 
• Graphic organizers 
• Writer’s notebook 

 
14. Produce clear and coherent 

writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. (W.6.4) 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. uses development, organization, and style to produce 

clear and coherent writing appropriate to task, purpose, 
and audience. 

b. adapts writing to fulfill a specific purpose and meet the 
needs of an audience. 

c. develops ideas and organizes thoughts in a way 
appropriate to task and purpose. 
 

 
• Graphic organizers 
• Writing rubrics 
• Writing notebook 
• Writing continuum 

 
15. With some guidance and support 

from peers and adults, develop 
and strengthen writing as needed 
by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new 
approach. (W.6.5) 
 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. plans, revises, edits, and rewrites writing. 
b. uses adult and peer guidance and support to strengthen 

his/her writing. 
c. tries a new approach to a writing piece. 
d. produces writing that is well-developed and strong. 

 
• Writing notebooks 
• Writing continuum 
• Writing checklists 
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16. Use technology, including the 

Internet, to produce and publish 
writing as well as to interact and 
collaborate with others; 
demonstrate sufficient command 
of keyboarding skills to type a 
minimum of three pages in a 
single sitting. (W.6.6) 
 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. uses technology, including the Internet, to produce and 

publish writing. 
b. uses technology, including the Internet, to interact and 

collaborate with others. 
c. demonstrates sufficient command of keyboarding skills to 

type a minimum of three pages in a single sitting. 

 
• Blogging 
• Rubric 
• PowerPoint 

 
 

 
17. Conduct short research projects 

to answer a question, drawing on 
several sources and refocusing 
the inquiry when appropriate. 
(W.6.7) 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. develops a single question to conduct a short research 

project. 
b. uses multiple sources to answer a question, continually 

refocusing the inquiry based on the investigation. 
c. uses a graphic organizer to record thoughts. 
d. applies the steps in the research process (i.e. Big Six: 

• task definition, 
• information seeking strategies, 
• location and access, 
• use of information, 
• synthesis, and 
• evaluation.) 

 

 
• Rubric 
• Reader’s / Writer’s Notebook 
• Social Studies / Science 

research 
• Graphic organizer 

 
18. Gather relevant information from 

multiple print and digital sources; 
assess the credibility of each 
source; and quote or paraphrase 
the data and conclusions of 
others while avoiding plagiarism 
and providing basic 
bibliographic/works cited 
information for sources. (W.6.8) 
 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. locates and gathers relevant print and digital sources. 
b. assesses credibility of sources. 
c. takes notes on sources, quoting or paraphrasing data 

and conclusions. 
d. avoids plagiarism and provides basic bibliographic/works 

cited information. 

 
• Reading notebook/ Writing 

notebook 
• Graphic organizers (note-

taking, topic/ notes/ quotes/ 
summary) 

• Bibliography 
• Close reading and annotation 
• Sticky notes 
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19. Draw evidence from literary or 

informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research. 
(W.6.9) 
 
Apply grade 6 Reading standards 
to literature (e.g., “Compare and 
contrast texts in different forms 
or genres [e.g., stories and 
poems; historical novels and 
fantasy stories] in terms of their 
approaches to similar themes 
and topics”). 
 
Apply grade 6 Reading standards 
to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Trace 
and evaluate the argument and 
specific claims in a text, 
distinguishing claims that are 
supported by reasons and 
evidence from claims that are 
not”). 
 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. compares and contrasts text in different forms or genres 

in term of their approaches to similar themes and topics. 
b. composes an analytical, reflective, or research-based 

piece in response to literature and literary nonfiction 
(academic writing which includes descriptions, 
explanations, and comparisons and contrasts). 

c. analyzes a prompt about a text to determine what is 
being asked. 

d. forms ideas in response to a prompt about a text, 
supporting ideas with relevant evidence from a text. 

e. traces and evaluates the argument and specific claims 
that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims 
that are not. 

 
• Close reading and annotations 
• Reading/ Writing notebooks 
• Writing rubrics 
• Literature discussion group 

rubric 
• Graphic organizers 

 
20. Write routinely over extended 

time frames (time for research, 
reflection, and revision) and 
shorter time frames (a single 
sitting or a day or two) for a 
range of discipline-specific tasks, 
purposes, and audiences. 
(W.6.10) 
 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. produces writing for a range of tasks, purposes, and 

audiences, including writing in short and/or extended time 
frames. 

b. organizes clear and coherent pieces of writing that are 
developed based on task, audience, and purpose and in 
a variety of settings. 

c. writes legibly and fluidly in print and cursive. 

 
• Writing notebook 
• Reading notebook 
• Writing continuum 
• Quick writes 
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21. Engage effectively in a range of 

collaborative discussions (one-
on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on 
grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, 
building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly. 
(SL.6.1) 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. comes to discussions prepared having read or studied 

required material. 
b. explicitly draws on that preparation by referring to 

evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect 
on ideas under discussion. 

c. follows rules for collegial discussions, sets specific goals 
and deadlines, and defines individual roles as needed. 

d. poses and responds to specific questions with 
elaboration and detail by making comments that 
contribute to the topic, text, or issue under discussion. 

e. reviews the key ideas expressed and demonstrate 
understanding of multiple perspectives through reflection 
and paraphrasing. 

 

 
• Book clubs 
• Discussion rubric 

 
 

 
22. Interpret information presented in 

diverse media and formats (e.g., 
visually, quantitatively, orally) 
and explain how it contributes to 
a topic, text, or issue under 
study. (SL.6.2) 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. interprets and understands information seen or heard in 

diverse media and formats. 
b. evaluates the credibility and accuracy of information seen 

or heard in diverse media and formats. 
c. considers how information contributes to the topic, text, 

or issue under study. 
 

  
     *  Reading Notebook responses 
     *  Writing notebook 
 

 
23. Delineate a speaker’s argument 

and specific claims, 
distinguishing claims that are 
supported by reasons and 
evidence from claims that are 
not. (SL.6.3) 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. listens attentively to identify speaker’s: 

• main argument and 
• specific claims. 

b. identifies signal words included in speeches to indicate 
transitions or relationships between ideas. 

c. distinguishes claims supported by evidence from claims 
not supported by evidence. 
 

 
• Exit slip after presentation 
• Reader’s / Writer’s-response 

notebook 
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24. Present claims and findings, 

sequencing ideas logically and 
using pertinent descriptions, 
facts, and details to accentuate 
main ideas or themes; use 
appropriate eye contact, 
adequate volume, and clear 
pronunciation. (SL.6.4) 
 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. presents claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically 

and using pertinent descriptions, facts, and details to 
accentuate main ideas or themes while speaking. 

b. uses appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and 
clear pronunciation. 

 
• Speaking / Presentation rubric 
• Presentation graphic organizer 

 
 

 

 
25. Include multimedia components 

(e.g., graphics, images, music, 
sound) and visual displays in 
presentations to clarify 
information. 
(SL.6.5) 
 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. clarifies information in a presentation through the use of 

graphics, images, music, sound, and visual displays. 

 
     *   Presentation guidelines and    
          rubric 
     *   PowerPoint or other multimedia  
         presentation  

 
26. Adapt speech to a variety of 

contexts and tasks, 
demonstrating command of 
formal English when indicated or 
appropriate. (SL.6.6) 
 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. adapts speech to be appropriate for the task and 

situation. 
b. demonstrates command of formal English when 

appropriate for the task and situation. 

 
• Literature discussion group 

rubric 
• Presentation rubric 
• Partner discussion rubric 
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27. Demonstrate command of the 

conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing 
or speaking. (L.6.1) 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. applies conventional grammar and usage in writing and 

speaking to convey a message that is easily understood 
by using pronouns correctly, recognizing and correcting 
errors in pronoun usage. 

b. recognizes and corrects vague and intensive pronouns 
(i.e., ones with unclear or ambiguous antecedents). 

c. recognizes and corrects inappropriate shifts in pronoun 
number and person. 

d. recognizes variations and effectiveness from standard 
English in their own and others' writing and speaking, 
and identify and use strategies to improve expression in 
conventional language in real-world situations. 
 

 
• Rubric – writing/ speaking/ 

presenting 
• Writing notebook 
• Writing samples 

 
 

 

 
28. Demonstrate command of the 

conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling when writing. (L.6.2) 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. uses and corrects grade level spelling and punctuation 

(commas, parentheses, dashes) to set off 
nonrestrictive/parenthetical elements to convey a 
message that is easily understood. 
 

 
• Rubric  
• Writing samples 
• Reading/writing notebook 
 
 

 
29. Use knowledge of language and 

its conventions when writing, 
speaking, reading, or listening. 
(L.6.3) 
 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. varies sentence patterns for meaning, reader/listener 

interest, and style. 
b. maintains consistency in style and tone. 

 

• Writing continuum 
• Reading and writing notebooks 
• Quick writes 
• Writing samples 
• Rubrics for presentations and 

Literature Discussion groups 
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30. Determine or clarify the meaning 

of unknown and multiple-
meaning words and phrases 
based on grade 6 reading and 
content, choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategies. (L.6.4) 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. uses context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or 

paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as 
a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

b. uses common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes 
and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., 
audience, auditory, audible). 

c. consults reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the 
pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise 
meaning or its part of speech. 

d. verifies the preliminary determination of the meaning of a 
word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in 
context or in a dictionary). 
 

 
• Words Their Way activities 
• Reading notebook 
• Vocabulary graphic organizer 
• Word study notebook 

 
 

 
31. Demonstrate understanding of 

figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in 
word meanings. (L.6.5) 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. uses the relationship between particular words (e.g., 

cause/effect, part/whole, item/category) to better 
understand each of the words and interpret figures of 
speech (e.g., personification) in context. 

b. distinguishes among the connotations (associations) of 
words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., stingy, 
scrimping, economical, unwasteful, thrifty). 

c. understands that writers and speakers select and craft 
words and phrases to convey specific meanings, ideas, 
and relationships. 
 

 
• Word study notebooks 
• Word webs 
• Close reading (vocabulary, 

author’s craft) and annotations 
• Reading notebook 

 
32. Acquire and use accurately 

grade-appropriate general 
academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases. (L.6.6) 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. gathers vocabulary knowledge when considering a word 

or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 
 

 
• Word study notebook 
• Vocabulary graphic organizers 
• Reading and writing notebook 
• Writing continuum 

 
 
Resources and learning activities that address essential learning objectives: 
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